Protogrove of the Valley Oak, ADF
Winter Solstice Ritual
22 December 2012


This ritual script includes material, songs, and chants created by Rev. Ian Corrigan/Stone Creed Grove, ADF; Rev. Michael J. Dangler; Ceisiwr Serith; Brandon Newberg; Rev. Sean Harbaugh/Jen Hoover/ Sierra Madrone Grove, ADF; Rev. Kirk Thomas; and caitlin ní Manannan/Protogrove of the Valley Oak, ADF. We thank them all. 
I. Welcome

The Presiding Druid welcomes the attendants and introduces the Celebrants. [caitlin]
II. Pre-ritual Briefing/Opening Prayer


The Presiding Druid declares the intention of the rite and the Deities of the Occasion, and explains the seasonal significance of this High Day. [Victoria]
III. Outdwellers


The Outdwellers represent forces both around us and within us that are counterproductive to the purpose of our rite. Rather than closing off our ritual to such powers, we give them an offering to appease them so that they won’t bother us, establishing a *ghosti relationship; giving so that we may receive. [caitlin]
IV. Signal/Processional/Purification

The bell is rung, signaling the beginning of the rite, and the attendants proceed into the ritual space while all are censed and asperged. [Mike and Victoria]
All sing: Come we now as a people

To gather at the sacred well

Come we now as a people

Together in the warmth and the light of the flame. (repeat as needed)

The Grove is censed and asperged.

All: By the might of the water

And the light of the fire

This Grove is made whole and holy. (repeat as needed)
V. Earth Mother


An offering of grains is made to the Earth Mother. 
[Ash]: 
We call out to the Earth Mother
You who support us.
You who hold us.
You who have birthed us and will once again take us.
Earth Mother, in her daily travels, the sun passes through you.
His path has grown longer with each passing day
Since the last Solstice, this summer gone.
It is in your power to shorten this trail
The lonely one through your tunnels and caves
We ask that you hear your children
And show him the way.
[Ash scatters grains on ground]

[Ash]: Earth Mother, accept our offering!

All: Earth Mother, accept our offering!

All sing: Earth Mother, we honor your body
Earth Mother, we honor your bones

Earth Mother, we sing to your spirits

Earth Mother, we sing to your stones
VI. Inspiration

 
An offering is made asking for inspiration.
[Mike]: 
Snow and ice have cooled our minds
Cold winds have blown away our fertile thoughts
Silent nights have stilled our tongues
Like the bear, the fox, and the toad
Our creativity hibernates without the warmth of the sun.
Come to us now, Inspiration, as the sun returns!
As the sun grows in strength
So may the fire in our hearts!
(Mike offers oil to the fire)

[Mike]: Inspiration, accept our offering and be with us on this day!

All: Inspiration, accept our offering and be with us on this day!
VII. Purpose and Precedent


Presiding Druid explains the purpose of our rite, as well as any seasonal, historical or cultural precedent.

[caitlin]: The Irish Mythological Cycle is full of stories regarding the mounds on the Boyne (there are three by the way).  Aengus Og was a featured character in these tales, especially regarding his house at Newgrange, the largest of the three.  It was originally Dagda's house until Aengus, Dagda’s son, tricked him out of it.  The outside of this magnificent mound is covered in quartz, the inside chamber is full of inscriptions from the Bronze Age, and the interior lights up on the day of the winter solstice in brilliant fashion for only a few moments.   

Myth tells us Aengus was born in this mound from an affair Dagda had with Boann.  Boann, the river goddess, conceived of Aengus Og, and gave birth to him in Newgrange all in the same day—the winter solstice.  One poem even describes the inside of Aengus Og's home/palace as an elaborate ensemble of gold and riches where elaborate celebrations were held, which will come into play in our offerings later.
VIII. Centering and Grounding


Attendants are led on a guided meditation.
[Victoria] does the Two Powers 
(caitlin pours water from carafe into well as Victoria speaks)

[Victoria]: 
O Waters of the Earth, deep and dark
Arise, primeval powers, fill us now
With all your wondrous possibilities,
That through the Earth our mother, we may ground and join as one.

(Victoria adds charcoal to firepit as caitlin speaks)
[caitlin]: 
O Fires of the sky, O blinding light,
Descend and crystallize within us all
That spark of order on which all life depends,
That through the Sky our Father, we may shine and share as one.

[caitlin]: Chaos of the Earth, now fill us!
All: Chaos of the Earth, now fill us!

[Victoria]: Order of the Heavens, mold us!
All: Order of the Heavens, mold us!

[caitlin & Victoria]: Join the powers deep within us!
All: Join the powers deep within us!


[caitlin & Victoria]: With the merging of these powers, let us join as one!
All: With the merging of these powers, let us join as one!
IV. Recreating the Cosmos

- The Three Realms


The three realms (land, sea and sky) are recognized.

[Ash]: 
The waters support and surround us
The land extends about us
The sky stretches out above us:
At the center burns a living flame.
May all the Kindreds bless us.

[Ash]: May our worship be true.

All: May our worship be true.
[Ash]: May our actions be just.

All: May our actions be just.
[Ash]: May our love be pure.
All: May our love be pure.
[Ash]: Blessings, and honor, and worship to the holy ones.
- Fire, Well & Tree


Silver is offered to the Well, Oil to the Fire, and Incense and Water to the Bile (Tree) as we sing.
All sing:  [chorus]  By Fire and by Water, between the Earth and Sky, 
We stand like the World-Tree, rooted deep, crowned high.

(during this verse, [Mike] offers silver to well)

Come we now to the Well, the eye and the mouth of Earth, 
Come we now to the Well, and silver we bring, 
Come we now to the Well, the waters of rebirth, 
Come we now to the Well, together we sing:

[chorus]
(during this verse, [Ash] offers whiskey to fire)

We will kindle a Fire, Bless all, and with harm to none, 
We will kindle a Fire, and offering pour, 
We will kindle a Fire, A light 'neath the Moon & Sun, 
We will kindle a fire, our spirits will soar.

[chorus]
(during this verse, [caitlin] censes & asperges the Tree)

Gather we at the Tree, the root & the crown of all, 
Gather we at the Tree, Below & above, 
Gather we at the Tree, Together we make our call, 
Gather we at the Tree, In wisdom & love.

[chorus]
X. Opening the Gates


An offering is made to the Gatekeeper and the Gates are opened, affording us a clear, strong and efficient connection to the Kindreds for our working and worship.

[caitlin]: Now let us open the Ways Between...

[Mike]: 
Cernunnos, Lord, sitter in the doorway
God of equilibrium, terrible, merciful:
You who hold the opposites apart,
You in whom all opposites unite,
Our prayer goes to you to open the passage
To clear the threshold,
To make the way clear.

(Mike offers whiskey to the fire)

[Mike]: Cernunnos, accept our sacrifice!
All: Cernunnos, accept our sacrifice!
[Mike] opens Gates

[Mike]: Let the Gates be open!

All: Let the Gates be open!
XI. Inviting the three Kindreds


Offerings are made and the three Kindreds (Ancestors, Nature Spirits, and Gods/Goddesses) are invited to join us and help us worship.

- Ancestors

[caitlin]: [face the well] 
We call out to those who came before us
Hear us, O Ancestors!
The sun has traveled through your lands
In an ever-lengthening journey.
We ask that you remember the cold winters of your lives
Remember the piercing winds
Remember the ice and the darkness.
Remember that your descendants feel this now.
We call out to you, and ask that you join us.
Together, let us encourage the sun to return,
For he has traveled in your world long,
And now it is time for him to travel in mine.
Welcome, and thanks to the Ancestors!
(caitlin places the bottle of ale next to the well)
[caitlin]: Ancestors, accept our offering!
All: Ancestors, accept our offering!
- Nature Spirits

[Ash]: [face the tree]
Children of the earth calls out to the spirits of this place
Hear us, spirits of nature!
Though it is cold outside
And many of you sleep beneath the ground
Or in nests high above my head,
We ask that you hear our voices,
And join your call to ours
As we call the sun back to the skies
To bring his warmth and shining love
For all of us to feel.
Welcome, and thanks to the Nature Spirits!
[Ash scatters grains around the ground)

[Ash]: Spirits of nature, accept our offering!

All: Spirits of nature, accept our offering! 
- Deities

[Mike]: [face the fire]

Your children call out to you, Elder Gods.
Hear us, O Deities!
The sun has fulfilled her old bargain,
She has taken the long roads through the Underworld.
She has distanced herself from the lands of the living.
She has allowed the cold, the snow, and the ice
To gather about us, as you have declared she should.
Now is the time that we may ask for her return.
Tonight, we call out to your sense of justice,
Your sense of love for us,
And ask that you join with us in calling her back.
Welcome, and thanks to the Deities!
(Mike offers whiskey to the fire)

[Mike]: Deities, accept our offering!

All: Deities, accept our offering!
[caitlin]: See these beings now at our fire. 
See them ringing our Grove, mingling their energies with ours. 
The Gods, Dead and Sidhe, joining us in our rite.
[Victoria]: [raise palms]  Welcome to the Ancestors, the Spirits of the Land, and the Deities!
Now, we ask that you join us in our call to the Patrons of this rite!
XII. Key Offerings

The Deities of the Occasion are recognized and offerings are made to Them.

- Offering to the Sun
[Victoria]: 
He who is known as Maponis, the Divine Child,
He who is known as Belinus, The Great Lord of Divine Fire,
He who is known as Angus Mac Og, Son of the Young.
Known are you by many names by many peoples,
Yet always the same in your countenance.
O Shining, Radiant, Lovely One,
We behold your rebirth this day
In awe and reverence.
We make offering to you of gold,
The shining tear of the sun.

[Victoria offers gold to the Well]

[Victoria]: We make offering to you of the sacred Holly,
The ever green and ever growing.

[Victoria offers holly to the Tree]

[Victoria]: We make offering to you of oil and incense,
So your flame may grow in strength and brilliance.

[Victoria offers oil and incense to the Fire]


[Victoria]: O beloved, newborn son of the Great Mother,
Accept our worship and our praise,
And grant us your blessings.

All:  Grow strong, O newborn Sun.

- Offering to the Veiled One
[caitlin]: 
She who is known as the Madron, the Great Mother,
She who is known as Cerridwen, the Keeper of the Cauldron,
She who is known as the Cailleach,
The Veiled Crone of Stark Winter.
Known are you by many names by many peoples,
Yet always the same in your countenance.
O Shadowy, Hidden and Haggard one,
We behold your great mystery this day,
In awe and reverence.
We make offering to you of Hazelnuts,
The kernel of Knowledge from your sacred tree.

[caitlin offers hazelnuts to the Well]


[caitlin]: We make offering to you of pork,
The flesh of your sacred sow.

[caitlin offers pork rinds to the Tree]
[caitlin]: We make offering to you of Apples,
The fruit of the tree of the Blessed Isle of Death and Rebirth.
[caitlin offers apple slices to the Fire]

[caitlin]: O Great, Mysterious, Veiled One,
Accept our worship and our praise,
And grant us your blessings.

All: Guard well the Mysteries, O Great and Hidden One.
XII. Praise Offerings


All are welcome to take this opportunity to make personal offerings or requests. If you would like to make an offering but did not bring one, you may leave a coin on the altar and use one of the whiskey or incense offerings there; the coin makes the offering truly yours.
Special Prayer
[Mike] will say a prayer for those who lost their lives in the violence this week.
XIV. Prayer of Sacrifice:
[Victoria]: We have made offerings to the Newborn Sun and the Great Mother,
the Deities, the Spirits of the Land, and the Ancestors.

[caitlin]: Kindreds! All this, we give to You. May our deeds be Your meat. May our devotion be Your bread. May our incense be sweet savor to Your nostrils. Mighty Kindreds, accept our offering!
All: Mighty Kindreds, accept our offering!
XV. Omen


We ask what blessings the Kindreds hold for us.

All: To You, we have given, and from You, we would receive. Reveal to us now our blessing!

The Seer reveals and explains the omen. [Peg]
XVI. Blessings


A key section in ADF ritual; gifts have been given to the Kindreds, and according to the laws of hospitality, a gift in return is proper. The Blessings balance the *ghosti relationship, for the Kindreds as guests are bound to give back to the host.
[caitlin]: The blessing of the Gods is poured from the cauldron of mystery, the cauldron of plenty, the cauldron of rebirth.

[caitlin]: Do the Children of the Earth desire the blessing? 
All: We do!
[caitlin]: Do you come in honor to the Elder Ways? 
All: We do!

[caitlin]: Do you desire that every one of us be Blessed? 
All: We do!
[caitlin]: Children of the Earth, in this season of magic you are offered a boon! Choose now, and hold this prayer in your mind and heart as we draw at last, the Blessing. Let none drink of this vessel holding ill will to any here in their hearts! Let this be the cup of peace and fellowship!
XVII. Hallowing the Blessing

The Blessings now come into the Blessing Cup and permeate the beverage within. No longer mundane, the waters become ‘The Waters of Life’.

(Victoria pours water from the carafe into the cup and elevates it)
[Victoria]: 
I draw blessing from the cauldron of blessing
I pour the mead of inspiration
Behold, the holy cup of magic!
Into it flows the outpouring of all blessings
The deities would grant me,
And when I partake of the drink of the gods,
I am accepting the power to do as I will in the worlds.
[Victoria]: Behold the Waters of Life!

All: Behold the Waters of Life!
(Waters are shared as we sing)

All: Blessings of the Mighty Ones upon us.

Blessings of the Noble Ones upon us

Blessings of the Shining Ones upon us

Blessings of the Kindred upon us

XIX. Affirmation of the Blessing


We accept the blessing from the Kindreds.
[caitlin]: Children of the Earth Mother, do you accept the gifts from the Kindreds?

All: We do!
[caitlin]: As do I.
XX. Thanking the Beings


We thank the Deities of the Occasion, the Kindreds, and those who’ve aided us in our rite.

[caitlin]: 
We have been blessed by the newborn Sun and the Great Mother; offerings we have given and Blessings we have received from the Mighty, Noble and Shining Ones. But now it is time to return to our common world. With joy in our hearts let us carry the magic from our sacred grove into our lives and work. Each time we offer to the powers they become stronger and more aware of our needs and our worship. So now as we prepare to depart let us give thanks to those who have aided us.
[Victoria]: O Newborn Sun! O Veiled One! 
All: We thank you!
[Victoria]: O Gods and Goddesses of elder days! 

All: We thank you!
[Victoria]: O spirits of this land! 

All: We thank you!
[Victoria]: O ancestors, our kindred! 

All: We thank you!
[Victoria]: To all those powers that have aided us, we say again... 

All: We thank you!
[caitlin]: Finally, see the receding mist fade completely away, the Well, Fire and Tree becoming the common tools they were before, and remember that while our grove fades, the vision and memories of our rite are there always for you to use, and to carry with you in our common world.
[caitlin]: O Gatekeeper, warder of the ways, for your presence and power, your guiding and guarding we say thank you! We make another offering to you and ask you to aid us in ending that which we have done. 
(caitlin offers whiskey to the fire)

[caitlin]: Lord Cernunnos, accept our sacrifice!
All: Lord Cernunnos, accept our sacrifice!
XXI. Closing the Gates


We close the Gates and return to the Middleworld.

[Mike]: Now by the Keeper of Gates and by our magic we end what we began. 
Now let the fire be flame
Let the well be water; 
Let all be as it was before,
Save only for the blessings we have received. 
Let the gates be closed! 
All: Let the gates be closed!
XXII. Thanking the Earth Mother and Final Closing


We thank the Earth Mother, return any unused offerings, and are led on another guided meditation to return us to mundane space.

(Victoria offers any unused offerings, return flow, incense, water etc. to the earth)

[caitlin]:  Mother of all, to you we return all we leave unused. Uphold us now in the world as you have in our rite. Earth Mother, we thank you!
All: Earth Mother, we thank you!
[Victoria] undoes Two Powers.

[caitlin]: Go now, children of the earth, in peace and blessings. The rite is ended!
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