Lammas/Thingstide 2012

Protogrove of the Valley Oak

Resources used

(1) http://jb-dedicant.livejournal.com/3243.html - jb-dedicant’s Live Journal

(2) http://www.adf.org/rituals/norse/general/sol-template-art.html - A Solitary Norse Ritual Template

(3) http://www.adf.org/rituals/norse/thingstide/thingstide.html - Thingstide by Paul Maurice

Welcome

(Caitlin)
The Presiding Druid welcomes the attendants and introduces the Celebrants.

Pre-ritual Briefing/Opening Prayer

(Victoria)
The Presiding Druid declares the intention of the rite and the Deities of the Occasion, and explains the seasonal significance of this High Day.

Outdwellers

(Kevin - ale sacrifice)
You who come from the outer dark,
You who stood against the gods and man,
You who are cold of heart and cruel of mind,
Take this and trouble not our work. (2)
Purification/Procession

(Victoria)
Wir sind hier um die Goetter zu Ehren. (We are here to honor the gods.)
All: We are here to honor the Gods. (3)
[process into the nematon while singing “Come We Now as a People”]
[cense & asperge the participants, then circle the nematon]
Come we now as a people
To gather at the sacred well.
Come we now as a people
Together in the warmth and the light of the flame.
Music and words by Ian Corrigan.
Centering

(Caitlin)
Perform a grounding ritual.

Honoring the Earth Mother

(Ash - grain sacrifice)
Nerthus, Earth Mother, (nearth’-uhs)

You stand solid  beneath my feet,

Cold of rock, warmth of stone

Carry me on        tonight’s next night

Support me well, Njord’s twin (neye’-ord)

Vanir Mother, strong sea sister

Bring faith to fruit Birch-bright one

Honor to you, your rhythms true

Hail Nerthus!

All: Earth Mother, accept my sacrifice.
Inspiration

(Mike - ale sacrifice)
Bragi! Odinson!

Best of the wordsmiths and first of the skalds,

You with the tongue of gold,

Whose words are like the finest mead,

I ask you best of bards,

To inspire me and make my words mix well.

Bragi, let your inspiration flow! (2)

Purpose & Precedent

(Caitlin)

Thingstide, also known as Hlafmaest, was the first harvest of the year. It corresponds to the Celtic high day of Lughnasadh or Lammas, and is associated with the general concept of harvest, so that loaves of bread are often baked and shared at a grove's ritual. In ancient times it would also have been when the main "Thing" (Norse meeting of the people) would occur, where important community matters would be decided.
Re-Creating the Cosmos

(Victoria)
Nine worlds there are, and in the center The World Tree.   I stand before The World Tree and the nine worlds.  Between the well of ancestral memory and the flames of heavenly inspiration, let me find my center.

 

[Perform the sign of Thor's Hammer over your altar representations of well, tree and fire.]
Ice and Fire met in the yawning gap, and from them came the giant Ymir.  The sons of Bor slew the giant. From his blood came the sea.  From his flesh the earth. From his skull the sky.  From his bones the mountains, from his hair the trees, from his teeth the rocks. (1)

Between the well of ancestral memory and the flames of heavenly inspiration, let me find my center.

All: Between fire and water, we find our balance

Opening the Gate(s)

(Victoria)
See Yggdrasill, the cosmic tree, the axis of the universe that connects the nine realms. Now we call upon Heimdall, the gatekeeper, so we can connect to the realms and the shining ones. Watch the fire and Yggdrasill and see Bïfrost, the rainbow bridge, manifest to us. (3)
Heimdall, shining one, guardian of beautiful Bïfrost, son of nine waves and sounder of the ill fated horn, you who can hear the grass grow and even hear the wool growing on the sheep, we ask you father of all men to open the gates. You who teach us the runes and our Wyrd let us walk in your light so we may journey and learn in safety. Leuchten uns hervor, Heimdall. (3)
Inviting the Three Kindreds

Ancestors:
(Kevin)
[Touch the waters of the well.]  
Ancestors, be present for this rite!  May the honored dead be at peace in the halls of death.  Watch over your descendants and guide us today.  Water us with the well of your wisdom. Ancestors, we honor you! (1)

Nature Spirits:
(Mike)
[Touch the leaves of the tree.]  
Land Spirits, be present for this rite!  To the wights of farm and field, hill and valley, forest and cave, We give honor. Give us your bounty, blessed wights, and be at peace with us.  Land Spirits, we honor you! (1)

        

Shining Ones: (Mike)
(Ash)
[Feel the flame of the fire.]  
Shining Ones, be present for this rite! To the Aesir and Vanir, who guard the Folk and battle the giants, we ask for your favor and guidance. Shining Ones, we honor you! (1)

Key Offerings

(Caitlin)
[pour brandy on fire for each “a round for”]
We have called the Kindreds here today and it is right to give them praise: A round for the ancestors, a round for the nature spirits, and a round for the gods. (2)

Shining Ones, Noble Ones, and Mighty Ones, we have given you praise and honor! A gift calls for a gift, and we pray to you as we offer up these sacrifices. Accept them, open our hearts, and give to us of your blessings. (2)

Prayer of Sacrifice

(Mike)
[tell the myth of Thor & Sif]
(Kevin)
[offering of green plants]
Our praise goes up to you on the wings of eagles; our voices on the wind. Hear us Thor, Sif, we pray to thee as we offer up this sacrifice of life. Accept it and open our hearts and give to us of your peace and life. So sind Sie! (3)
Praise Offerings

Omen

[taking of the omen] - Ash
Calling/Hallowing/Affirmation the Blessings

(Caitlin)
Shining Ones, Noble Ones, and Mighty Ones, we have praised you and received your blessings. Hallow these waters and give to us of your power and inspiration and vitality. Sieh die Lebenswasser da! Behold the waters of life! (2)
("Sieh die Lebenswasser da" is pronounced "zay dee lay-bens-vahs-er dah", and means "behold, the waters of life")
Workings

(Victoria)
[blessing of the gathered harvest]
Thanking the Beings

(Caitlin)
We have called upon the Kindreds and they have answered! With joy in our hearts we carry their magic into our life and work. Each time we offer to the powers they be come stronger and more aware of our needs and worship. So as we prepare to depart let us give thanks to those who have aided me. (2)
(Victoria)
Thor, Ich danke Euch!
Sif, Ich danke Euch!
Bragi , Ich danke Euch!
Goetter, Goettinnen, Ich danke Euch!
Naturgeister, Ich danke Euch!
Vorfahr, Ahne, Ich danke Euch!
(2)
("Ich danke Euch" is pronounced "ick dahn'-keh uke", "I thank you"; Goetter is "go'-tur", gods; Goettinnen is "go'-tin-en", goddesses; Naturgeister is "nah-tur'-geyest-er", nature spirits; Vorfar is "vor'-fahr", grandfathers; Ahne is "ah'-neh", grandmothers)
Closing the Gate(s)

(Victoria)
Heimdall, shining one, guardian of beautiful Bïfrost, son of nine waves and sounder of the ill fated horn, you who can hear the grass grow and even hear the wool growing on the sheep, we ask you father of all men to close the gates. You who teach us the runes and our Wyrd let us walk in your light so we may journey and learn in safety.
Heimdall, Ich danke Euch!
Let the gates be closed!
Thanking the Earth Mother

(Caitlin)
Nerthus, Ich danke Euch.
Regrounding Meditation

(Caitlin)
Closing the Rite

(Victoria)
We have done as our ancestors did and as our children will do and the Gods have answered!
Let us go out into the world secure in the knowledge that our sacrifices have pleased the gods and that we go forth under their protection. The ritual is at a close.
