Protogrove of the Valley Oak, ADF
Summer Solstice Ritual
Ortega Park, Sunnyvale

23 June 2012

[Celebrant Script]
This ritual script includes material, songs, and chants created by Rev. Ian Corrigan/Stone Creed Grove, ADF; Silver Birch Grove, ADF; Dancing Lights Grove, ADF; Todd Covert/Raven’s Cry Grove, ADF; Kami Landy; Jen Hoover/Sierra Madrone Grove, ADF; Pandora; and caitlin ní Manannan/Protogrove of the Valley Oak, ADF. We thank them all.
I. Welcome

The Presiding Druid welcomes the attendants and introduces the Celebrants. [caitlin]
II. Pre-ritual Briefing/Opening Prayer


The Presiding Druid declares the intention of the rite and the Deities of the Occasion, and explains the seasonal significance of this High Day. [caitlin]
caitlin: As our Ancestors did in times before and our children may do in times to come, let us honor  the  Gods in the Old Ways. This is the time of the Solstice, when the Sun is at its height and the Land graces us with abundance. We come here to honour the Kindreds and follow the old ways. Bless us O Shining Ones, Ancestors and Spirits of Nature. We give praise and offering in your honor on this the longest day. 

III. Outdwellers


The Outdwellers represent forces both around us and within us that are counterproductive to the purpose of our rite. Rather than closing off our ritual to such powers, we give them an offering to appease them so that they won’t bother us, establishing a *ghosti relationship; giving so that we may receive. [Victoria]
Victoria: (grab/open Corona before you begin) Ancient Ones, we make this offering to you.

You who walked in the terrible chaos and stood against the Gods.

Accept this libation and trouble not our working. We acknowledge weakness in our turbulent natures, which we seek to overcome. Dark and Despair, you’re not welcome.

We name these things at this time, the things we wish to see less of in this season.

We will contemplate these ills and enemies and for this sacred time, set them aside.

(Victoria - set opened bottle of Corona on the ground)

Be it so!

IV. Signal/Processional/Purification

The bell is rung, signaling the beginning of the rite, and the attendants proceed into the ritual space while all are censed and asperged. [Mike & Kevin]
[bell chimes 3 times]

caitlin: Nature Spirits!

[bell chimes 3 times]

caitlin: Ancestors!

[bell chimes 3 times]

caitlin: Shining Ones! Join us now as we enter the Grove.

All sing: Come we now as a people
To gather at the sacred well

Come we now as a people

Together in the warmth and the light of the flame. (repeat as needed)

The censer/asperger circle the group once to consecrate the space. [Mike & Kevin]
All: By the might of the water

And the light of the fire

This Grove is made whole and holy. (repeat as needed)

V. Earth Mother


An offering of grains is made to the Earth Mother. [Ash]
Ash: (grab cornmeal before you begin) We call out to the Earth Mother

You who support us.

You who hold us

You who have birthed us and will once again take us.

We pray that you will bring your strength and grounding to this rite.

The long days will now begin to wane.

The heat has warmed our bones

The sun has helped the land to bring forth its bounty

The summer rains have come again

As the sun peaks in strength

So may the fire in our hearts!

(Ash - scatter cornmeal on the ground)

Earth Mother, accept our sacrifice! 

All: Earth Mother, accept our sacrifice!
All sing: Earth Mother, we honor Your body

Earth Mother, we honor Your bones

Earth Mother, we sing to Your spirit,

Earth Mother, we sing to Your stones.

VI. Bardic Inspiration

 
An offering is made to Ogma asking for inspiration. [Mike]
Mike: (grab whiskey before you begin) Ogma, oh honey-tongued One! We call upon You, Patron of the poets and eloquent speakers. We ask that You aid us in finding the best words, the sweetest songs and the most wonderful offering to give to the Kindreds. We ask that You accept this offering and grant this boon. 

(offer whiskey to the fire)

Ogma, accept our sacrifice!

All: Ogma, accept our sacrifice!
VII. Purpose and Precedent


The Presiding Druid explains the purpose of our rite, as well as any seasonal, historical or cultural precedent.

caitlin: In addition to observing the summer solstice, today's ritual will also be honouring our Gatekeeper, Manannán mac Lir. Manannán is the ruler of the otherworldly island Emain Ablach, and is often thought of as a magician and trickster. In Valley Oak rituals, Manannán is our Gatekeeper: He assists us in opening the Gates to the otherworld, and guards the ways between while we worship the Gods. On the Isle of Man, the Summer Solstice was traditionally the time that people would pay rent to Manannán, bringing gifts of rushes and flowers to a high place. We have chosen to relate to this tradition by honouring Manannán on this day for His continued relationship with us as Gatekeeper. 

VIII. Centering and Grounding


Attendants are led on a guided meditation.
[Kevin] does the Two Powers (see end of this script; you don’t have to use it, it’s just there to help if you need it)
Victoria: O Waters of the Earth, deep and dark
Arise, primeval powers, fill us now
With all your wondrous possibilities,
That through the Earth our mother, we may ground and join as one.

Mike: O Fires of the sky, O blinding light,
Descend and crystallize within us all
That spark of order on which all life depends,
That through the Sky our Father, we may shine and share as one.

Victoria: Chaos of the Earth, now fill us!
All: Chaos of the Earth, now fill us!

Mike: Order of the Heavens, mold us!
All: Order of the Heavens, mold us!

Victoria and Mike: Join the powers deep within us!
All: Join the powers deep within us!
 
All: With the merging of these powers, let us join as one!
IV. Recreating the Cosmos

- The Three Realms


The three realms (land, sea and sky) are recognized. [Ash]
(*note* you can just recite this if you don’t know the tune)

Ash: The waters support and surround us
The land extends about us
The sky stretches out above us:
At the center burns a living flame.
May all the Kindreds bless us.

May our worship be true.

All: May our worship be true.
May our actions be just.

All: May our actions be just.
May our love be pure.

All: May our love be pure.

Blessings, and honor, and worship to the holy ones.

- Fire, Well & Tree


Silver is offered to the Well, Oil to the Fire, and Incense to the Bile (Tree).
Victoria: (grab whiskey and offer to fire while reciting) 
Fire, bright fire
Gate to the Shining Ones
Fire, bright Fire
Our passage to the Sky
Fire, bright Fire
Warmth of our Community
Spark of Life
We honor you now


Kevin: (grab silver and offer to well while reciting) 

Well, deep Well
Gate to the Underworld
Well, deep Well
Our passage to the Sea
Well, deep Well
Wisdom of the Ancestors
Waters of Life
We honor you now


Mike: (grab incense and cense the tree while reciting) 

Tree, great Tree
Gate that reaches everywhere
Tree, great Tree
With you we share the Land
Tree, great Tree
Our passage to the Otherworld
Source of Life
We honor you now

caitlin: Biodh se amlaidh!

All: Biodh se amlaidh!

X. Opening the Gates


An offering is made to the Gatekeeper and the Gates are opened, affording us a clear, strong and efficient connection to the Kindreds for our working and worship.

caitlin: Now let us open the Ways Between...

Gatekeeper: [caitlin]

All: hold hands and quietly chant ‘open the gates, open the gates’ (repeat as necessary)
caitlin: I call upon You now, An Morrigan, She of Many Names. Great Phantom Queen, Mighty Patroness of my hearth, we ask that You hear our call.  Noisemaker and Shapeshifter, join with us this day so that You may guide us in our workings. Great Crow of Battle, accept our offering and open the gates between the realms. With our magics combined, let the fire open as a gate, let the well open as a gate, and let the tree form the conduit that spreads between all the planes as Morrigan walks with us in all ways. Let the Well open as a Gate! Let the Tree open as a Gate! Let the Fire open as a Gate! Let the Gates be open!

All: Let the Gates be open!
XI. Inviting the three Kindreds


Offerings are made and the three Kindreds (Ancestors, Nature Spirits, and Gods/Goddesses) are invited to join us and help us worship.

Nature Spirits invocation: [Victoria]
Victoria: (grab grains and offer to the tree while reciting)
A child of the earth calls out to the spirits of this place

Hear us, spirits of nature!

We ask that you hear our voices,

And join your call to ours

As we greet the sun at its peak in the skies

To bring his warmth and shining love

For all of us to feel.

We offer welcome and thanks to the Nature Spirits!

All: Welcome and thanks to the Nature Spirits!
 Ancestors invocation: [Kevin]
Kevin: (grab bottle of ale and place it by the well while reciting) 
We call out to those who came before us,

Hear us, O Ancestors!

The sun has traveled through your lands

In an ever-lengthening journey.

We call out to you and ask that you join us.

Together, let us greet the returned sun

We offer welcome and thanks to the Ancestors!

All: Welcome and thanks to the Ancestors!
Deities invocation: [Ash]
Ash: (grab whiskey and offer to fire while reciting) 
Your children call out to you, Elder Gods.

Hear us, O Shining Ones!

The sun has fulfilled his old bargain,

He has allowed the heat, the warm winds and the summer rains to return

 We ask that you join with us in calling him.

We offer welcome and thanks to the Shining Ones!
All: Welcome and thanks to the Shining Ones!

Welcoming of the Kindred: [caitlin]
Welcome to the Nature Spirits, the Ancestors, and the Gods! We thank You for joining us on this day as we honor the ancient ways! Welcome to the Kindreds!

All: Welcome to the Kindreds!
XII. Key Offerings

The Deity of the Occasion us recognized and offerings are made to Him.

caitlin: Now, I ask that you join me in my call to the Patron of this rite!

(grab rushes/flowers and face the fire) We call now to Manannan, Son of Lir and Lord of the Underworld! Oh Manannan, powerful son of the sea, holder of the magics of the crane bag, We ask that you hear our call. Mighty Lord of the Otherworld, Bearer of the silvered apple branch, join with us this day, so that we may thank You and honor You!

As the Manx have done for many generations at the time of the Summer Solstice, now let us pay rent to the Son of Lir, landlord of the Isle of Man, with rushes and beautiful yellow flowers which remind us of the color of treasured gold.

(attendees take turns offering rushes and flowers to the fire)

caitlin: We have made offerings to Manannan

The Deities, the Nature Spirits, and our Ancestors.

Now, Manannan, we pray You accept our offerings.

Manannan mac Lir, accept our sacrifice!

All: Manannan mac Lir, accept our sacrifice!

XIII. Praise Offerings


All are welcome to take this opportunity to make personal offerings or requests; please feel free to use one of the flowers or offering cups on the altar if you would like to make an offering but did not bring one.
XIV. Prayer of Sacrifice:

Mike: (grab whiskey before beginning)

Mighty Manannan mac Lir! 

Noble, Ancient, and Shining Ones! 
Offerings we have offered to Your shrines! 
Offerings we have made through the Well, Fire and Tree! 
All this, we give to You. 
May our deeds be Your meat. 
May our devotion be Your bread. 
May our incense be sweet savor to Your nostrils.

(offer whiskey to fire)

caitlin: Mighty Kindreds, accept our offering!

All: Mighty Kindreds, accept our offering!
XV. Omen


We ask what blessings the Kindreds hold for us.

All: To You, we have given, and from You, we would receive. Reveal to us now our blessing!

The Seer reveals and explains the omen. [Ash & Mike (Mike seems to be very familiar with runes, Ash, so maybe you can pull them & he can explain their meaning)]
XVI. Blessings


A key section in ADF ritual; gifts have been given to the Kindreds, and according to the laws of hospitality, a gift in return is proper. The Blessings balance the *ghosti relationship, for we believe that the Kindreds, as guests, are bound to give back to the host.
caitlin: The blessing of the Gods is poured from the cauldron of mystery, the cauldron of plenty, the cauldron of rebirth. Do the Children of the Earth desire the blessing? 
All: We do!
caitlin: Do you come in honor to the Elder Ways? 
All: We do!

caitlin: Do you desire that every one of us be Blessed? 
All: We do!
caitlin: Children of the Earth, on this longest day, you are offered a boon! Let none drink of this vessel holding ill will to any here in their hearts! Let this be the cup of peace and fellowship!
XVII. Hallowing the Blessing

The Blessings now come into the Blessing Cup and permeate the beverage within. No longer mundane, the waters become ‘The Waters of Life’.

(caitlin pours water from the carafe into the cup and elevates it)
caitlin: We draw water and fill the Blessing Cup. O Mighty, Noble and Shining ones we have honored You. Now we ask for a Blessing, as a gift calls for a gift. Now let us enchant the Blessing Cup, that our work may bear true fruit. This is the outpouring of Blessings from the Mighty Ones, from all the Powers, from the Cauldron of Wonders! Drink we now the draught of the Gods. Drink in Wisdom, Wealth and Strength, so that we may live our lives in truth, joy and honor. So, O Mighty, Noble and Shining Ones, hear and answer us! Hallow these waters Son of Lir! Behold the Waters of Life!
All: Behold the Waters of Life!
(Waters are shared was we sing)

All: Blessings of the Mighty Ones upon us.

Blessings of the Noble Ones upon us

Blessings of the Shining Ones upon us

Blessings of the Kindred upon us

XVIII. Affirmation of the Blessing


We accept the blessing from the Kindreds.
caitlin: Children of the Earth Mother, do you accept the gifts from the Kindreds?

All: We do!
caitlin: As do I.
XIX. Thanking the Beings


We thank the Deities of the Occasion, the Kindreds, and those who’ve aided us in our rite.

caitlin: We have been blessed by Manannan mac Lir, and assisted by Ogma and An Morrigan. Offerings we have given to and Blessings we have received from the Mighty, Noble and Shining Ones. 
But now it is time to return to our common world.
With joy in our hearts let us carry the magic from our sacred grove into our lives and work. Each time we offer to the powers they be come stronger and more aware of our needs and our worship. So now as we prepare to depart let us give thanks to those who have aided us.

caitlin: O Manannan mac Lir, 

All: We thank you!

caitlin: O Gods and Goddesses of elder days! 

All: We thank you!

caitlin: O spirits of this land! 

All: We thank you!

caitlin: O ancestors, our kindred! 

All: We thank you!

caitlin: To all those powers that have aided us, we say again... 

All: We thank you!

caitlin: (grab whiskey before beginning) An Morrigan! Gatekeeper and warder of the ways! For Your presence and power, Your guiding and guarding we say thank You! We make another offering to You and ask You to aid us in ending that which we have done. 
(offer whiskey to the fire)

caitlin: An Morrigan, accept our sacrifice!
All: An Morrigan, accept our sacrifice!
XX. Closing the Gates


We close the Gates and return to the Middleworld.

All: chant quietly ‘close the gates, close the gates’ and repeat as needed
caitlin: Now by the keeper of gates and by our magic we end what we began. 
Now let the fire be flame
Let the well be water; 
Let all be as it was before,
Save only for the blessings we have received. 
Let the gates be closed! 
All: Let the gates be closed!

XXI. Thanking the Earth Mother and Final Closing


We thank the Earth Mother, return any unused offerings, and are led on another guided meditation to return us to mundane space.

(Victoria offers any unused offerings, return flow, incense, water etc. to the earth)

caitlin:  Mother of all, to you we return all we leave unused. Uphold us now in the world as you have in our rite. Earth Mother, we thank you!
All: Earth Mother, we thank you!
[Kevin] undoes Two Powers.

caitlin: Go now, children of the earth, in peace and blessings. The rite is ended!

Two Powers

by Ian Corrigan

Begin, O seeker of wisdom, with your breath... breathe deeply, from your belly... in... and out... make your body comfortable... stretch if you need to, settle in place... and focus on your breath... observe your breath as it flows in and out of your body... and with each breath, allow your body to relax... let your breath carry away tension from your flesh.. relaxing your feet and legs... letting your belly soften and relax... breathing away tension from your shoulders and arms... from your neck... relaxing your face and mouth, your eyes... with each breath your body becoming warmer, comfortable and relaxed... your mind alert and prepared for magic...

Now, with your body still and calm, imagine that from your feet, or the base of your spine, roots begin to grow downward... roots reaching and growing into the earth, down through soil and stone... deepening and spreading... reaching to touch the waters under the Earth... the Earth current... the dark, cool, magnetic power that nourishes and sustains life... as your roots touch this current it is drawn in and up toward your body... your breath draws the Earth power upward... into your body... the invisible, magnetic power fills your legs, energizing and strengthening... waters rise from the earth, into your legs... rising... into your loins... and pooling in your loins, a cauldron of Earth power... You breathe the power upward... rising from the earth, through your loins, rising up your spine... into your heart... pooling and filling a cauldron in your heart with healing, restoring energy... power rising from the deep, through your loins, through your heart... rising up your spine and into your head... filling a cauldron of wisdom and vision behind your eyes... and rising still, filling all your body and flowing out again through the crown of your head... through your hands... flowing out around your body and back into the earth... the power under the Earth flows in you... grounding you in the source of life...

Now imagine the sky overhead... The sun and moon and, far beyond them, the stars... imagine a single star at the center of the sky, shining directly over your head... the center of your inner sky, your own pole-star...see a flash of light shining down from that star... streaming down between moon and sun... gold, silver and blue-white light... the bright, warm, electric power of the sky... the light touches your head, filling and illuminating the cauldron like sun on still water... shining from above... filling your head with warm, awakening power... flowing down into your heart... warming the cauldron... shining down through head and heart, illumining the waters... downward to reach your loins... The cauldron shines with sky power in your loins... Tingling, electrical light in head, heart and loins... the light flows downward into Earth, and you are shining and flowing with the mingled powers of Earth and sky... the raw material of magic... the chaos of potential and the world order...

These powers are balanced in you... yours to shape and use... always with you in some degree... But for now, allow the powers to recede... waters to the Earth, light to the sky... knowing that each time you attune to them you become more attuned, more at one with the powers... breath deep... and allow your awareness to return to your common senses... as you open your eyes...

- - - - -

You can see the receding mist fade completely away, the Well, Fire and Tree becoming the common tools they were before, and remember that while our grove fades, the vision and memories of our rite are there always for you to use, and to carry with you in our common world.
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